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Race and Science Fiction

	We live in a world today where the idea of race equality is very much unequal and because of that we see many people suffer from the rise up and fall of one another. To say we live in a fair environment where people are treated right is a lie. Just like in society through our imaginations even the choice of racism shapes our writing. The book Walking the Clouds shows us an excellent example of racist through culture differences, colonization, power, fear, and many other things. Through this essay I will show you examples of how even our science fictional fantasies teach us real life problems that are going on that can keep us aware of racial issues.
	Its no surprise that one I feel strongly about is power. Because power is what controls the people and if you don’t have it you want it. It is in our natural being to want to have power. Custer on the Slipstream, a story about General Custer a man who was killed on the battle field of Little Bighorn he has since been reincarnated and has sought vengeance over the Native American’s for getting killed in battle. General Custer was not a good man, and so due to an act of nature he is reincarnated in the body of Farlie Border who was a Chamokaman Indian who works for the department of labor. General Custer was a proud and evil man who exploited minorities and the poor for personal power and income.  As the story progresses you see what a bad man Border is because of the consciousness of Custer inside, He then runs in contact with a man named Crazy Horse, a powerful shaman within the native community who sees through border and sees none other than Custer himself. Wherein they are met face to face and Crazy Horse puts a vision on him that haunts him for months after is later in a motorcycle accident where he dies. Through this story Crazy Horse goes on to tell Custer “Do you know why the Indian nation, the proudest people in the whole world, were never restored? Do you know why? You, all you white faces, do you know? The answer is simple; see how dumb white people are. This is the answer, listen now, because we were never defeated, never defeated, that is the answer.” (Pg. .20-21) He goes on to say that the white people need them as a society because like many other counties who they help the poor, they don’t help them because they want to see them poor, they were never defeated and never will be. 
This to me shows even though the white people had power over the land and over many things. The Natives believe that one day they would take back their land because they believed that Mother Nature would help them trough it and it was their destiny to help restore the country back to the animals and nature. Overall there is power in both ways that shows how both races see power in their own way and by doing so leads to some sort of fight for power.
In the story The Flight we meet a boy named Fits struggles to find his place in life, growing up and going through school wasn’t easy for him because he didn’t fit in, he had no friends and didn’t do well in school. On top of that his mother died which put even more sorrow in his heart. This caused some major issues and since the death he has been living with his aunt, through that experience he sank into a dark void that he struggled to get out of, Aunt Zooey had a boyfriend who hurt him and she was in denial of that. After a while of crying for his mom the depression and mental problems settled in, he no longer cried, he found how to be someone else and to be cold and numb. After that he became very reckless, trying to kill her aunts boyfriend, smoking crack, crashing a car, and running away. In the final choices he makes, he meets a similar boy who is named Justice, justice convinces Zits that he should go target people and kill them. Because of this and the anger inside zits, he follows through with it. But this was all a flashback, instead of him shooting people in the bank we find Zits choosing a different route where he confronts the police about his feeling, the police then further question him and try to find more about this Justice. To their surprise they are unable to find or track him down. Some believe that it might be part of Zits imagination.  Overall this story has a bunch of fear involved until the end. Because Zits has all these hardships come upon him he is unable to talk to people about it. Also he started out not fitting in which was a thing he has always felt. In the end he realized that fear wasn’t the only option in his situation. I believe that fear is a huge factor in our society with race, we see people being treated differently because of race. Because of this things like what Fits ran into actually happen. 
The school shooting that happened in Florida in February of this year was not just a shooting from someone who was angry but someone who was a minority and who was bulled because of it. Nikolas Cruz was a Hispanic student. A very similar situation from Zits from the article it reads, “Nicholas Coke interviewed on the scene by WSVN-7 described Cruz as a “loner.” Cruz apparently left school and moved to North Florida a couple months ago after his mother died. Coke also recalled a time in middle school when Cruz kicked out a glass window before getting caught.“ He had a lot of problems in middle school,” Coke said.“ He’s been a troubled kid,” an unidentified student who said he knew Cruz said “ He’s always had a certain amount of issues going on. He shot guns because he felt it gave him, I guess, an exhilarating feeling.” He always had guns on him,” another unidentified student who said Cruz was never shy about showing off his guns. “The crazy stuff that he did was not right for school, and he got kicked out of school multiple times for that kind of stuff.” Another unidentified suspect said, “The kid was crazy,” the student said. “I had engineering with him a couple years ago and he wasn’t allowed to come to school with a backpack and he would threaten students and break glass and get into fights so he got kicked out of school.”  Overall Nick was a troubled teen who had fears and seclusions because of race as well as other things and because of this caused him to lash out in the way he did. Unlike Fits he chose a path that would have far worse consequences. 
A simple yet profound story to me was Men on the Moon, A story of Fausin who was an older man; because of this his lack of knowledge in technology was minor. One day his children came over for his birthday and brought him a TV. He was very curious because he had never seen anything like it. After watching a wrestling channel for a bit. The Apollo Thirteen was shown on TV landing on the moon. He was beyond words as things kept going through his mind on how all of it was possible. In the end he asks questions about the space launch and then tries to figure it out himself, whom he does in his own way and in a sense, seems uninterested in what happened. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is a cultural difference because Fausin says, “ That’s a story, Nana, but it’s a dream. It’s a dream, But it’s the truth.” (Pg. 94) This to me says that he is relating the things on TV to a dream he had and is telling his grandson that it was only a dream but it was truth, even though it was a lie. The dream of which he had been real but he said it was as real as what he saw on TV. By doing so showed his lack of interest in the things the White man had done and returned back to what he believed was important.
	Overall these were a few things that affect minorities, because there is such a big difference in population of Native American’s we see things like this happen all the time. Even though the book Walking the Clouds is a fictional book and the stories are made up, they relate to a true value in society. Most of the things may be portrayed in an absurd reality but the facts behind what is happening are real things. For that reason I believe that we can learn of racial problems through fictional stories that will help us better understand the struggles around us.
"Hispanic School Shooter In Florida: Disgruntled Minority | VDARE.com." VDARE.com news - America's Immigration Voice. Web. <http://vdare.com/posts/hispanic-school-shooter-in-florida-disgruntled-minority-massacre-or-immigrant-mass-murder>.
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